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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


PINCKNEY LECTURE. ’ 
BY THE REY. C. C, PINCKNEY; RECTOR OF MESSIAH CHURCH, NORTH SANTEE. 
Delivered in St. Philip's Church, November 20, 1850. 


REVELATION, Vii. 11, 12.—*‘ And all the angels stood round about the throne, and 
about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces and wor- 


shipped God, saying Amen: Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might, be unto our God forever and ever.” —Amen. 


THE greatness and goodness of God we have already illustrated in 
His works of creation and Providence. Still following the same 
theme, we shall now consider the‘display of these attributes in the re- 
demption of man : and we trust and pray that our meditations on these 
glorious truths may further the pious design of the venerable founder 
of this Lecture, and excite our hearts to livelier faith, to deeper love, 
and more zealous and grateful service! 

The philosopher may discern the power and goodness of God in 
all the works of His Hand—in the heavens and the earth, in the 
mountains and the sea, in the animated tribes that cover the face of the 
globe, and the most tender flower that adorns the plains. Divine wis- 
dom and love in their structure are obvious to the eye of reason. But 
to the Christian, to the spiritual mind, the works of God in the redemp- 
tion of man display most gloriously the mercy and power of Jehovah. 
This is the point of observation, whence you may see most of the cha- 
racter of God—whence you may look out to the North and to the 
South, tothe East and to the West, and far as the eye can reach, you 
behold the glorious array of Divine attributes stretching out to the 
very horizon of human vision, while far above them all, towers the 
mighty love of God, its ‘height and depth and length and breadth,” 
alike incomprehensible and unfathomable to us. This is the scene 
upon which ‘‘angels love to look,” and far as their keen vision can 
extend, all is still radiant with the brightness of God’s attributes : and 
to them, as to us, the field of vision fades away in the boundless ocean 
of the mercy of our God. 

Let us then endeavor to look upon this scene and catch some view of 
the glory of God in “ the face of Jesus Christ,” when it is most brightly 
reflected; and though we can only “see as through a glass, darkly,” 
yet we can behold enough to elevate our souls in praise and love to 
the God of Nature and the God of Grace. , 

We shall consider the greatness and goodness of God as exhibited: 

1. In the provision for our redemption. 

2. In the means of accomplishing that redemption, and 

3. In the trophies of His grace. 
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1. In the very fact that God has made provision for our redemption, 
we have a striking demonstration of the greatness of His mercy; for 
if His wisdom and power be conspicuous in the creation of man, His 
grace is still more magnified in the fall. The heavens and the earth 
have obeyedthe willof God. The planets, and comets, and satellites, 
and systems, all roll through theirspheres in obedience to that impulse 
which the hand of the Creator originally" gave. But man sinned 
against God, and fell from his sphere—he became evil and corrupt— 
his heart revolted from his Maker, and rebelled against the laws of 
heaven. He jarred against the other works of God, and violated the 
harmony of the universe. He flew off from the centre of the moral 
creation, and like ‘a wandering star,” plunged deeper and deeper into 
the vast abyss of ignorance, uncertainty and sin. 

Here, the purposes of God in the creation of man seemed to be 
foiled, andthe triumph of Satan complete. Retributive justice deman- 
ded that fallen men, like fallen angels, should be left to “reap as they 
had sown:”’ and as they had wilfully forsaken good and chosen evil, 
that they should be left to receive its wages, and ‘taste the wrath” of 
an offended God; and had you, and I, and every son of Adam, been 
consigned to everlasting ruin, we ourselves, with every angel and 
archangel in heaven, must have justified the Lord in taking vengeance _ 
on the rebel. But while the apostacy of the sinful angels exhibited the 
justice and ‘‘ severity of God,” the fall of man was made the occasion 
of unfolding to the universe the other attributes of Jehovah, His wis- 
dom, mercy and love. This very fall, long foreseen, nay, long deter- 
mined, contributed to solve the problem of the love of God. This is our 
explanation of the most difficult question in the whole science of theo- 
logy: why did God permit man to fall, and sin, with all its curses, to 
enter the world? We reply, with one ofthe profound minds of Eng- 
land, in order to unfold, by the process of redemption, the nature, the 
attributes and character of God. If, in this process the triune exist- 
ence of the Godhead is unfolded; ifthe most lovely of the Divine 
attributes, generosity, compassion, mercy, wisdom, grace, all are most 
gloriously manifested, and the character of God revealed more fully 
to the admiration and adoration of the intelligent myriads of the uni- 
verse, was not the fall wisely permitted? If by our enduring for a 
season, the curses of sin, the spiritual benefits of a portion of our race, 
and of all the other orders of creation, be eternally promoted, was it 
not benevolent and wise to permit sin with death, and all its train of 
curses, to enter the world? If the glory of the Creator be most illus- 
triously displayed in the fall of the creature, then Divine goodness 
itself must consent to the fall, with a view to the subsequent restora- 
tion. Thus, the permission of sin, which seems utterly opposed tothe 
‘“‘oreatness and goodness of God,” (the very attributes which we are 
charged, in this lecture, to defend and magnify,) is shown to be entire- 
ly consistent therewith. 

But our object is to show positively rather than negatively, the grace 
of God displayed in the very act of providing salvation for the lost, the 
disobedient, the self-condemned. Neither justice nor mercy required 
that the great God of heaven and earth should stoop from his throne 
to pity, pardon, save, and glorify, his confirmed foes, and his obdurate 
subjects. What claim had we upon His interposition, we who had cast 
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off His fear, spurned His love, insulted His name, and defied His 
power? Judge by your own feelings, brethren, if thus wronged by 
dependants, by servants, creatures of your own breath, by children, 
by friends. But “God’s ways are not as our ways.” In their ruin and 
their hostility, His eye was upon them—His bosom yearned over 
them—His mercy stooped to save, and His hand then constructed 
golden thrones, and plaited victor crowns for these very sons of perdi- 
tion. In the midst of their exasperation, He devised the means of 
‘reconciling them to God.” In the depths of sin and degradation, 
He provided ‘“ the beautiful garments of holiness” in which they might 
appear at the royal board; and while they were “ tending swine,” 
and “ filling themselves with husks,” He was preparing “the fatted 
calf,” to welcome the prodigals’ return. With no other motives than 
the promptings of Divine compassion, He provideda sacrifice for sin, 
at such a cost as would astound and amaze the sons of men, disarm 
their malice, convert their hearts, and compel them “to love Him who 
had first loved them.” As the ‘‘ good shepherd seeks on the moun- 
tain’ the ‘‘sheep which was lost,” as the father’s heart turns to the 
starving prodigal, as the mother clings to the offcast son with a tenacity 
often proportioned to his unworthiness, so the bosom of God yearned 
over His apostate ones, and He “commendeth His love towards us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Here, in the provision of salvation, is the first evidence of the great 
goodness of our God. 

2. These attributes are displayed still more in the means of efiicting 
our redemption; and beautifully do these attributes blend with the 
‘‘power” and “ wisdom” and “justice” of God in the working out of 
the plan.” ‘God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.’ Here, Divine love is asserted to be the moving power 
in our redemption. Another Apostle asserts that in the cross of 
Christ, “the wisdom and power of God” are most manifest. While 
in another place, he declares, that justice is exhibited in the propiti- 
ation of His blood; so “that God can be just, and yet the justifier 
of him that believeth in Jesus.” Here are love, power, wisdom, jus- 
tice, truth, all manifested in the process of redemption. Divine com- 
passion is the foundation upon which our salvation rests, which under- 
lies the whole scheme. Divine wisdom and power harmonise with 
love in the various parts of redemption, while Divine justice and truth 
complete the work, and crown the whole superstructure; a super- 
srructure which shall transmit the glory of God to distant generations, 
long after the vaulted arch above our heads shall have passed away, 
and “time shall be no more.” 

It is impossible to separate the greatness of God’s wisdom and 
the greatness of His love in the means of our redemption, 80 
closely do they blend. Inthe conception of the way of redeem- 
ing sinners, through the blood of God’s own Son, you have an 
amazing instance of generosity and of wisdom. Though the cross 
of Christ has always been the offensive point of the Gospel, “the 
stumbling block to the Jew, and foolishness to the Greek, yet, “ to 
them that are called,” it is undoubtedly the chief exhibition of His 
“ power and wisdom.” 
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That God’s own Son should be made man, “very man, and very 
God,” at the same instant; that this divine manshould dwell unknown 
upon earth, and then die the death of a malefactor, and shed his blood 
to wash away sin, and reconcile man to his Maker, that this scheme 
originated elsewhere than in heaven, seems to us impossible. There 
is Divinity stamped upon it. There is something unearthly in its 
whole conception. No human mind would have dared to originate 
such a scheme, as the debasing of the Godhead to the exaltation of hu- 
manity. No human wisdom would have dared to offer such a reli- 
gious system to the reception of a scornful world, as the offer of sal- 
vation through a crucified Lord. There is Divinity inthe very scheme. 
Divine wisdom conscious of its power, alone could digest or publish it. 

But how shall we speak of the Divine love which prompted the plan, 
and gaae up the eternal Son to humiliation and to death. If Abra- 
ham’s intention of slaying his son in obedience to God’s command, 
affords incontrovertable proof of His love, how overwhelming the 
testimony of God’s great love to us, in the sacrifice of Jesus for sin- 
fuland rebellious man. To measure the extent of this grace surpasses 
the power of angels, or of ransomed souls. The Apostle, with the gift 
of inspiration did not venture to sound the depths of the illimitable 
love of God. Hisdescription of it is, that ‘‘the love of Christ passeth 
knowledge.” The Scriptures constautly appeal to the redemption of 
men by Jesus Christ, as the greatest evidence which God has shown, 
or ever can show, of compassion for our souls, and the estimation in 
whigg the ransomed heirs of heaven hold this sacrifice, appears from 
the prominence assigned it, in the worship of its hosts; for their song 
is, ‘unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us Kings and Priests unto God and his Father : 
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

But in a@// the means of redemption which God has devised, you see 
His wisdom and love equally conspicuous. In the person of the Sa- 
viour, at once God and man, commanding our confidence, and our 
trust, as a Divine mediator, and our Brother after the flesh—in His 
character as a holy, compassionate, tender and lowly ‘“ friend of sin- 
ners,’ sympathizing in all our trials—in the mode of presenting this 
proffered salvation, not with the thunders of Sinai, nor the voice of an- 
gels, but in the simple, winning garb of a message delivered by “‘ men 
of like passions with ourselves’’—and especially in the attending 
power of the Holy Ghost, by which alone these means are made ef- 
fectual ; by which the “ heart is opened” to the Gospel, ‘‘ the enmity 
slain,’ the nature ‘renewed,’ the faith quickened, and the sinner 
converted and saved—in all of these means, by which God’s purpose of 
redemption is carried into effect, you see the greatness of the love and 
grace and wisdom of the Most High. Inits parts, and as a whole, the 
means of effecting our redemption will challenge our ceaseless admi- 
ration as long as eternity endures. 

3. We pass on to the remaining topic of our discourse, the trophies 
of His grace as exhibited in the effects of redemption. These effects 
upon the life and character of men are open, evident, comprehensible 
to all, and most legible certificates of the goodness of our Lord. We 
consider the creation of man as the master-piece of Divine skill. To 
form a creature of such varied powers of body and mind, to endow 
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him with a reasoning soul of such wonderful, almost angelic, capacity, 
and to crown him with the gift of immortality, is surely a high exercise 
of Omnipotent power. Yet, it is admitted that the restoration of man 
is a work of higher character than his original creation. It is ineffect, 
as Scripture terms it, a “new creation: a renovation of the old and 
corrupt and degraded nature of the sinner, and a restoration of the 
long lost image of God. It is a spiritual resurrection of one “dead 
in trespasses and in sins;” and if the resurrection of the body be an 
illustrious instance of Divine power, how glorious the work of raising 
the lifeless soul from the tomb of unbelief, and restoring to it the capa- 
city of loving, and serving, and rejoicing in, “ the living God.”’ 

We know somethipg, brethren, of the fascination of sin over the 
heart of its victims. We see the drunkard, the voluptuous, the re- 
vengeful, the mercenary, the profane, the unbeliever, struggling in its 
grasp and powerless in its coils. We see them writhing beneath its 
fangs, loathing its foul embrace, yet daily growing weaker from the 
contest, losing courage and power and hope, and daily relaxing their 
hold, as the venom of the serpent is increased. Wretched men that 
ye are, who shall deliver you from the body of this death ? ‘“‘Wethank 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord,” and deliver, that help is at 
hand. ‘The mighty Saviour, at a single blow, “ bruises the serpent’s 
head,” crushes his power, releases the victim, heals his wounds, washes 
away his loathsome stains, restores him to safety, and soundness, and 
brings him forth from his trial, redeemed from the curse and domi- 
nion of sin, ransomed, sanctified, saved. : 

This is the divine, the glorious work which a gracious God daily 
performs in the hearts and lives of his people. And these effects of 
redemption are ‘“ not temporal, but eternal.” They regard chiefly the 
soul of man—they touch that immortal, spiritual part of our being, 
which allies us to God, to angels, and to all intelligent existences, 
which came from the eternal breath, and will continue to exist as 00g 
as its source endures: which will outlast sun and moon and stars, an 
all the systems in the heavens above, and all the material universe. 
This is the indistructible substance upon which redemption lays hold, 
and which will furnish eternal trophies of the grace and power of 
God. Hence the deliverance of a single soul from the curse and do- 
minion of sin, may well cause the hosts of heaven more triumph than 


‘all the splendors of creation, 


But these effects of redemption are broad as the earth: its trophies 
are strewn all along the stream of time for 1800 years. Since the 
Gospel was first preached, and its first convert blessed with light and 
purity and peace, how many will rise up to proclaim the great grace 
and mercy of our Lord. Go through the Roman empire, “ from Je- 
rusalem to Illyrium,” “to Rome,” “to Spain,” and wherever Paul 
preached that redemption, aud how many souls were saved thereby. 
Go into Egypt with Mark, into Persia with Thomas, into Crete with 
Titus. Go with the earlier heralds of salvation into the Northern 
kingdoms of Europe—listen to the boldhearted, clearminded, trum- 
pet-tongued, leader of the reformation, as he proclaims the long lost 
way of salvation. Survey the breadth of our continent, the number- 
less Isles of the South Sea, the green spots of Asia and Africa, where 
the Gospel refreshes the land: multiply the hosts of ransomed sinners 
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who truly believe, in the four quarters of the globe, by the eighteen 
centuries of Gospel light, and how many, O, how many trophies of 
redeeming grace arise to magnify the greatness and goodness of the 
Lord! ‘The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
showeth His handy work.” But the myriads of souls, redeemed by 
a Saviour’s blood, shall outnumber the galaxy above: and brightly as 
they shine, and loudly as they speak the praise of God, more bright 
shall glitter the priceless jewels, which adorn the Savior’s diadem, and 
more bold and triumphant shall be the notes of those golden “ harps” 

which the elders touch, saying, “ blessing and glory and wisdom, and 
thanks, and honor and power and might be unto our God for ever and 
ever. Amen.” 





——=— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE CHARITIES OF THE CHURCH. 


The substance of three Sermons, preached in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston ie the 
Assistant Minister. 


Galatians vi. 10.—‘‘ As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” 


[ CONCLUDED. | 
VI. We now pass on to the consideration of the claims which 
DIOCESAN MISSIONS 


make upon our liberality. There are scattered throughout our Dio- 
cese, members of our “ household of faith,” who, few in number and 
of limited means, are unable of themselves to maintain the services of 
the Church amongthem. They love the ‘ house of God and the ofh- 
ces thereof ;” but from the privileges for which their souls long, they 
must necessarily be debarred, unless we, who are blessed with more 
abundant means, ‘‘remember the poor.” They are our brethren; 
and we know not how any Christian heart can resist their claims— 
claims which we or our children may one day be compelled to make 
on those more blessed than ourselves. We thank God, however, that 
these claims have not been altogether neglected; although they have 
not been fully met. For the supply of Missionaries within our Dio- 
cese, there are two channels through which our contributions may flow. 
The one is afforded by the “Socrery ror THE ADVANCEMENT OR 
CurisTIANITY IN Souru-Caro.ina,” established under the auspices of 
that most excellent and devoted Bishop, whose remains sleep beneath 
our altar, and whose piety, and zeal, and energy are recorded not 
merely on the tablet which the Vestry of this Church has erected to 
his memory, but also in the hearts of thousands throughout the length 
and breadth of our Diocese. Of this noble Society it is our present 
purpose to say but little, although ours feelings would prompt us to 
urge, with earnestness, its claims upon your liberality. These claims 
are,in a few weeks, to be presented specially to your consideration, 
by the Brother with whom your Preacher is associated in the care of 
your souls. It will therefore be left to him to dwell upon its excellen- 
cies and its wants. All that need now be said is, that for the present 
year it has appropriated three thousand and three hundred dollars, to 
assist sixteen parishes in the support of their Ministers; making on an 
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average, but two hundred and six dollars* to each Missionary: that 
they have been compelled to limit themselves to this mere pittance, 
through want of means; and that there are some congregations to 
whom they are unable to render any assistance at all. The claims of 
this Society upon us are urgent; and your Pastors indulge the hope, 
that all, who have the ability, will enrol their names on the list of its 
members. By the payment of fifty dollars, persons become life mem- 
bers, and are called upon for no further contribution. Members are 
constituted by the annual payment of five dollars. Ofthe one hun- 
dred and twenty-nine life members, sixteen are of this congregation ; 
and of the two hundred and fourteen annual subscribers, but twenty 
two are from our number. Surely there are more than thirty eight 
persons among us who have the ability and will to aid in this good 
work of God. 

There is however, another channel through which we may contri- 
bute to Diocesan Missions ; and this is our venerable Bisnop, upon 
whom God has devolved the care of ali the Churches in this Diocese. 
None know more thoroughly than he does the wants of the Diocese ; 
none feel more keenly the pain and anguish of being compelled to 
turn away from claims which the destitute of our household of faith 
make upon his assistance. During the last year he dispensed nine 
hundred and twenty eight dollars of the Church’s bounty to our poorer 
brethren. Shall your Preacher say how much of this amount was 
from this congregation? He is almost ashamed to do so: but it is 
for your good that the truth should be told; and, however painful, he 
will not shrink from it. St. Michael’s Church contributed to this fund 
but eleven dollars during the year 1849. For the last six months, it 
has reached the sum of fourteen dollars. We are convinced that one 
reason why the amount has been so very sinall, is that only a few of 
you are aware of the wants of our Diocese, and of this channel of con- 
tribution. May we not hope that your future “ monthly offerings” will 
tell more emphatically of your interest in Diocesan Missions; and that 
you will not fail to cheer the heart of our good Bishop by a generous 
response to his call upon you for aid in supplying the spiritual wants of 
the people of his charge. 

VII. And here let us remind you again of that particular congre- 
gation, 


THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES, 


whose wants we brought before you some weeks ago, and'to which so 
few have responded. There is a small congregation of our brethren 
in the village of Barnwell. It consists of but seven families; and 
most of these not in circumstances to permit their doing much for 
themselves. They have no Clergyman and no Church edifice; but 
they love the house of God, and are desirous, earnestly desirous of 
both; and to obtain them they have exerted themselves to the extent 
of their ability. During the last visit which your Preacher paid them, 
they made, at his suggestion, an effort to raise an amount sufficient to 
erect for themselves a suitable place of worship; and six of them, 
aided by one not of our Church, pledged themselves for twelve hun- 





*In some cases the appropriation does not exceed one hundred and fifty dollars. 





402 The Charitres of the Church. [Jan. 


dred dollars, and a lot on which to erect the building. He deemed 
this a worthy effort on their part, and he encouraged them to hope that 
they would be liberally aided by their brethren in other parts of the 
Diocese, especially by the Churchmen of this city, and more particu- 
larly by you of this congregation. He has been disappointed, that se 
little has been done by you; that so few of you have contributed to this 
good work: but he is not yet discouraged. He still hopes that you 
have only delayed, not refused to bestow your offerings for the erec- 
tion of the Church in Barnwell. He still hopes that many among you 
will esteem it a privilege to contribute to the wants of this little flock. 
Imagine yourselves, for a moment, in their situation, and them in 
yours: you a little flock, with but scanty means, and they a large con- 
gregation, in circumstances of more than common affluence. Would 
you not think that you had aclaim upontheir liberality? Oh, remem- 
ber, then, that they are your brethren; and help them to the full ex- 
tent of your ability. Do unto them as you would have them do to 
you. Deny yourself, if it be necessary, some useless, or even some 
useful article of furniture or dress, some luxury of life: and even 
here on earth, God will give youarich return. You will realize, from 
blessed experience, that the luxury of doing good to the “ household 
of faith,” far surpasses in enjoyment the possession of any earthly 
comfort. Help your poorer brethren; and the God of grace will not 
fail to help you in your hour of need. 

VIII. But our time warns us to pass on to the consideration of other 
claims upon your bounty. After the wants of our own Diocese, those of 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


have the highest claim upon us. Throughout the West and South 
West, the spiritual wants of the people are very great. ‘The cry has 
reached us from every portion of that country, ‘Come up and help 
us!’’ and the Church has made an effort to respond to the voice of 
their petition. She has, through her General Convention, organized a 
Missionary Board, and appealed to her members for the means of 
supporting her Missionaries. But the provision which has been made, 
is comparatively a scanty one; and some of the labourers in the West 
have been taught the bitterness of pinching want. Your Preacher 
will not presume to assert that our Missions have always been con- 
ducted as wisely and as prudently as they might have been: but he 
does not hesitate to express the opinion that the Committee have 
faithfully discharged the duty assigned them by the Church. They 
have been sadly hampered by a want of means, aud, perhaps, by mis- 
taken views of the proper mode of conducting our Missions in the 
West. Whatever may be the cause of our present difficulties, the 
Churchman cannot contemplate without pain the future prospect of 
our Western Missionaries, now ninety one in number. 

There are, however, two Missions, in which this congregation have 
been led to take some interest, and upon which we may look with un- 
mingled pleasure and undiminished hope. Nasuorau has, thus far, 
nobly fulfilled its promise ; and Minnesora holds out to us the certain 
hope of future good. The excellent and primitive Missionary, whose 
visit to us to in the spring afforded so much pleasure to the friends of 
his Mission in our midst, having finished what he conceived to be his 
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special work at Nashotah, has transferred his invaluable labours to the 
wilds of Minnesota: and your Pastors cannot but hope that your in- 
terest in his work will continue and increase, and manifest itself b 
liberal contributions to the supply of his needs and thosé of his ‘faithful 
brethren. A recent letter from him informs us that they have com- 
menced their self-denying labors. Their fare isscanty; their home is 
atent; their journeyings are on foot: but the Lord their Redeemer is 
with them. May He continue to bless our noble brother and his zealous 
co-adjutors; and may He put it into our hearts to aid them liberally. 

We should be pleased to dwell upon the condition and prospects of 
our Western Missions; but this our time forbids: and we will only 
add, that one third of our undesignated “ Church offerings” is appro- 
priated to Domestic Missions generally, and that this, since the first 
of January has amounted to sixty four dollars. Within the same pe- 
riod we have contributed to Nashotah thirty two dollars; to Minne- 
sota thirty nine dollars ; to a Church in Louisiana, one hundred and 
ninety four dollars ; to a Church in Tennessee, one hundred and eigh- 
teen dollars; and to a Church in North Carolina, twenty seven dol- 
lars. The children of our Sunday School also contribute annually, 
twenty five dollars for the support of a student at Nashotah. Will our 
contributions for the next six months, go beyond this amount? The 
answer, beloved Brethren, is with you. Oh may God give us all a 
self-denying spirit, that we may meet, with a liberal heart, the many 
claims upon our bounty. 

IX. We have buta few moments to dwell upon the “ opportunity” 


which is afforded us, of doing good to others than our household of 
faith, by the claims of 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Our Church has in Curna a Bishop, who is a native of our State, one 
Presbyter, and three female assistants: in Arrica, five Clergymen, 
six lay teachers and nine native teachers :. in Greece, one Clergy- 
man, three female assistants and several native teachers. The Mis- 
sion to the Eastern Churches has, we fear, been broken up, through 
the failure in the contributions of its friends, as well as from other 
causes. For these Missions, the contribution from South Carolina 


‘has been a liberal one, although the offerings of this congregation for 


the last six months, have amounted to but sixty nine dollars. 

As Christians, and especially as Churchmen, it is our duty to do our 
part towards the support of these Missions; and we are not at liberty 
to shrink from the responsibility imposed upon us. God has com- 
manded us to “do good unto ail men;” and the only question which 
we are permitted to ask is, whether an “opportunity” of doing so 1s 
afforded us. This question has been answered for us by the Church. 
Through her constituted authorities she has declared that the field is 
open for us in China, and Greece, and Africa: and our duty, accord- 
ing to our several positions in the Church, is to enter upon the work 
assigned to us. Even were your Pastors opposed to Foreign Mis- 
sions, which, they thank God, they are not, they would deem it their 
duty themselves to give, and to urge you to give in humble faith to- 
wards the evangelizing the heathen, and the reformation and revival 
of foreign Churches. The Church is wiser than they are; and they 

VOL, XXVII,—NO. 9. 38 





404 Mode of Collecting the Alms. [Jan. 


would gladly submit their judgment to hers. Deeming this the path 
of wisdom, they would earnestly urge you, the people of their charge, 
to walk therein; assured that He Who regards “ obedience as better 
than sacrifice,” will bless your submission to lawful authority, and 
make your contributions, if unavailing for good to others, to fall in 
blessings upon your own heads, We ask, then, your liberal aid to- 
wards the support of our Foreign Missions. 

We have thus presented to your consideration the principal claims 
upon your liberality. We havedwelt uponthem too briefly to do them 
justice, even had we the ability to de so. Whilst we realize that we 
have not been as earnest as we ought to be, we fear that some few of 
you may consider us as pressing the subject too far, and being too im- 
portunate. If there be one who has thus judged us, we intreat him to 
remember our solemn responsibility to Him Who, through His Apos- 
tle, has commanded us to “‘ Charge them who are rich in this world, 
that they be ready to give, and glad to distribute; laying up in store 
for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they 
may attain eternal life.’’* 

We doubt not but that some of you are perplexed by the multipli- 
city of claims upon you; andare at a loss when to give, and how to 
givetoall. Our text tells us when to give; “as we have opportunity.” 
The Apostles, St. Paul and St. Peter, will teach us how to give; “ as 
God hath prospered you;”t ‘‘as of the ability which God giveth.”’{ 
But you will never give with satisfaction to yourselves, until you learn 
to give systematically. Set apart a certain portion of your income for 
eharitable and religious purposes, (and this ought not to be less than 
a tenth, for even the heathen gave a tenth to their idol gods,) and say, 
“This is not my own. Itis the Lord’s.” Then will you find it easy 
to give ‘‘as you have opportunity.” Your only difficulty will be, to 
divide the Lord’s portion among the various claims upon it: but in 
this the God of Grace will direct you by His Providence and His Spi- 
rit; and, making you a blessing to others will bless you also with the 
blessings which He promises to His people. 

“‘ BLESSED SHALT THOU BE IN THE CITY, AND BLESSED SHALT THOU 
BE IN THE FIELD. BLESSED SHALL BE THE FRUIT OF THY BODY, AND 
THE FRUIT OF THY GROUND, AND THE FRUIT OF THY CATTLE, THE IN- 
€REASE OF THY KINE, AND THE FLOCKS OF THY SHEEP. BLESSED SHALL 
BE THY BASKET AND THY STORE. BLEssED SHALT THOU BE WHEN THOU 
COMEST IN, AND BLESSED SHALT THOU BE WHEN THOU GOEST OUT...--.- 
Tue Lorp SHALL COMMAND THA BLESSING UPON THEE IN THY STORE- 
HOUSES, AND IN ALL THOU SETTEST THINE HAND UNTO: AND HE SHALL 
BLESS THEE IN THE LAND WHICH THE LorD Tuy Gop GIVETH THEE.’’§ 


AMEN. 





—<p— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


MODE OF COLLECTING THE ALMS. 


Messrs. Editors :—In the sermon lately preached at St. Michael’s, 
by the Assistant Minister, and published in your last Number, there is 
@ suggestion made in connection with this subject, which seems to me 





*1 Tim. vi, 17, 18, 19. t 1 Cor. xvi. 2. t 1 Pet. iv: 11, 
.§ Deuteronomy xxviii. 3—8, 
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worthy of serious consideration. Speaking of the claims upon the 
charitable fund of that Church, he says, that in order to meet them, 
‘“‘the contributions must be increased, either by greater individual libe- 
rality, or by the collection of the alms before the dismissal of the con- 
gregation. This latter course would afford to those, who are not 
Communicants, an opportunity of which we doubt not, they would 
gladly avail themselves of contributing to the necessities of our own 
household of faith.” 

I presume that all our Ministers feel the need of increased contribu- 
tions, for charitable purposes connected with their congregations. The 
claims upon the fund thus placed at their disposal, are much greater 
than they can supply. They are acquainted with instances of want 
which are known perhaps to none others, and cannot be relieved other- 
wise than by their instrumentality. They have many opportunities of 
doing good, which cannot be made the occasion of a specific appeal to 
the congregation. There are those in every congregation, who if able 
to supply their other wants, are unable to rent seats in our Parish 
Churches, and who, upon areverse of fortune, are obliged to break up 
their cherished pastoral connection, who might be spared this pain 
and loss, if. the Communion alms were large enough to be applied to 
their relief. 

I may presume also that the amount of alms would be greatly in- 
creased, if collected from the whole congregation, and that many of 
the non-communicants would be glad of an opportunity to contribute. 
I know that there are many ways in which charity is disbursed by most 
if not all our people, through those various associations, which our 
citizens generally patronize, and which relieve so large an amount of 
want inthe community. Itis not to be desired that any should with- 
draw from these. But there are cases and kinds of destitution which 
are not reached by any of these, and which ought to be provided for, 
and might be, by asmall monthly contribution, placed in the hands of 
our Ministers. 

And why, I would ask, should zot the alms be collected “ before the 
dismissal of the congregation?’ There is certainly no Rubric against 
it; on the contrary, the Rubrics say nothing about the dismissal of the 
congregation before the Communion is administered. It has, however, 
been the general custom to give the non-communicants an opportunity 
of retiring, and I see very good reasons why this custom should be 
continued. But there is no reason why all should not unite in the 
offertory ; on the contrary, a beautiful part of the service, in which 
they might appropriately unite, is lost to them. That this collection 
was not intended to be confined to the Communicants, appears evi- 
dent, from the circumstance, that it is called in one place the “alms 
and other devotions of the people,” and in another place, “of the pa- 
rishioners.’ Asthe custom now is, the great mass of the parishioners 
are (I will not say forbidden to participate in it, for none are obliged 
or even requested to retire till the Communion itself is ended, but) 
permitted and encouraged to neglect the stated performance of a duty 
obligatory on all. Were the custom changed to what it is above pro- 
posed, by the reading of sentences from Gad’s Word, the presenta- 
tion of the alms contributed, and the prayer for the whole Church, 
which follows the great duty of charity, would be regularly brought 
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before the minds of all, in the most impressive manner, and I do not 
doubt that the result would be, a great increase of contributions. 

An interval might still be allowed for the departure of the congre- 
gation, and the rest would be distinctively, a Communion Service. 

In one of our City Churches, Grace Church, an approximation is 
made tothis plan. On Communion Sundays, boxes are placed at the 
doors and the congregation invited to contribute, in addition to the col- 
Jection from the Communicants. This plan, I am told, was adopted 
instead of the other, because it was thought to involve less of apparent 
deviation from the practice in the other Churches, and therefore less 
likely to excite prejudice as an innovation. But it is hoped that the 
other plan will one day be generally adopted, it being both more dig- 
nified and more effectual. Many indeed object to collections in plates 
handed from pew to pew, instead of boxes placed at the doors, as being 
more public and ostentatious ; but it requires very little ingenuity on 
the part of the contributor, evel in the former methad, to conceal the 
precise amount of the offering. CuaRITY. 
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A Treatise on the Law of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. By Murray Hofman, Esq., pp. 480.—It is with no or- 
dinary pleasure that we have read this work. We began it with an 
expectation of finding in it only a dry and lifeless collection of the re- 
solutions and statutes, existing and defunct, which appear triennially 
in the appendix of convention reports, either in whole or in capitular 
relics,and are seldom consulted except in urgent necessity, out of the 
clerical study or the Standing Committee room. We did the author, 
however, great injustice. We have been interested and refreshed, and 
we rise from the perusal to thank God, that His gracious Spirit, which 
presided in the councils of the Apostles has so. evidently guided our 
holy Mother through her trials and troubles, has preserved to us the 
continuity of faith, discipline and worship, and given us so many rea- 
sons to praise and reverence the careful and devout spirit of our ances- 
tors on these western shores. We commend the book to all, to whom 
the welfare of the Protestant Episcopal Church is dear—yea, to all 
others too, that they may behold how a learned, acute and experienced 
Layman and lawyer views, honors and loves his Church. No onecan 
read it, without being led to think deeply on the important subjects 
therein handled so successfully. And no one can fail to catch some- 
thing of the spirit of intelligent and devout love of the institutions and 
offices which have thus far preserved peace and purity within our bor- 
ders. May the volume be found in the hands of all, to whom the inte- 
rests of the Church are in any manner confided. It must become a 
standard work, on the subject of Church law, whereby to gain infor- 
mation or to correct impressions concerning the mutual rights and 
duties of Church members and officers, lay and clerical. Every vestry 
should keep it in their reach. For often unexpected questions arise 
in the meetings of the vestries of our country parishes especially, 
which are apt to kindle from a little matter into a “ great fire ;” there- 
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after to cause dissensions and heart-burnings :, whereas, if a wise and 
trustworthy arbiter had been present at the beginning, to point out the 
unnoticed difficulty or mistake, to mark the limit of mutual powers, 
and speak a word of experience on the usual mode of proceeding in 
like cases, the trouble would never have arisen. Honest and worthy 
men, acting in a judicio-legislative capacity om matters with which 
they are very slightly acquainted, are apt, even with the best inten- 
tions, to decide erroneously. Holding at the same time the key to 
the exchequer, they sometimes act tyrannously. Being also in a mea- 
sure irresponsible to any earthly tribunal, they do not learn to reverse 
or regret the decision. We imagine this work will have the merit of 
often preventing such cases in the future. It is from the pen of an 
earnest and devout Churchman, who is also an eminent and successful 
lawyer in the city of New-York. He has been a member of the 


‘Standing Committee of that Diocese for many years. In common 


with his associates of that body, he has been compelled to consider 
the various, novel and delicate questions, which have agitated that 
portion of the Church for the last few years. That they have gained 
general approbation; and under Providence, have helped by their 
wisdom and discretion to bring their difficulties to a peaceful issue, is 
a guarantee to us, that the same principles that have guided them, 
will be useful for instruction in other cases of trouble, should they 
arise. We see in this volume the grounds of sound and enlarged 
Churchmanship upon which they have acted. May a long course of 
peace and prosperity be their reward. Yea, “ for our brethren and 
companions sake we will now say peace be within thee.” 

We cannot pretend to enter into any thing like an analysis of the 
volume. It embraces questions which spread through all our institu- 
tions, discipline, history and ethics. Ofcourse many are rather sugges- 
ted thau discussed; and concerning others, difference of opinion is in- 
evitable. On some of these, the minds of men differ earnestly and 
entirely. One party, believing the Church visible, to be only the shell 
or husk of an invisible body, for whom purely and entirely, its rights 
and privileges exist, and whose “inner light’ is little inclined to reve 
rence the lesser matters of canon law and rubrical injunction, will re- 
pudiate arguments, which represent the wickedness and lawlessness 
of neglecting Rubrics and Canons, to which obedience has been so- 
lemnly pledged. Another party, who regard the whole external 
Church as the plastic creation of human wisdom, the wisest and best 
system of balanced expedients, will reject all reasoning which pro- 
ceeds ona faith in unchangeable Apostolic and Divine powers, exist- 
ing in separate orders, antecedent to all legislation. To another class, 
who have unfortunately been led to entertain the suspicion, that the 
Clergy are anxious to bring back the reign of implicit faith in their 
persons and offices, the book may be distasteful—but useful. Itis, 
however, a tributeto unity. Tothe great mass of Churchmen, it will 
be acceptable. Tothe Laity, for its prudence, its conservatism, and 
its plain, definite declarations of the law of the Church. To the Clergy, 
for its soundness, its manliness, and its pure and devout spirit. To all 
classes, it must commend itself, for it handles the most difficult mat- 
ters, with the consideration and skill of a practised lawyer and plea- 
der—who, in his long experience in the courts of law, has been train 
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ed to habits of careful circumspection, in every word and argument. 
The Clergy, it may be, are a little apt from the exercises of the pul- 
pit, to be overbearing towards an adversary, or careless of the feelings 
of their unseen and impersonal opponents, or sometimes self-congra- 
tulant, without sufficiently explaining to others the grounds of their 
satisfaction. They constantly fail in oral debating, when opposed to 
a trained lawyer—and being still laden with the infirmities of the flesh, 
they are sometimes open to rebuke for lack not perhaps of temper, 
but of coolness. We do not intend to ascribe to the Author mere cool- 
mess for it is on the shady side of it, allied to impudence. But we 
do admire the cool strait-forward way in which he manages a ques- 
tion; especially as we are sure to be gratified, in the modesty and 
soundness of his conclusions. And we are willing to take a lesson 
from him, one, we think, much needed among our brethren of the 
Clergy, namely, to subdue the zeal of the pulpit and the fire of the 
closet; to the calm, courteous, self-possessed, and oftentimes much 
enduring persuasiveness of convention debates. It is an admirable 
trait of perhaps our best clerical debater in this country, that nothing, 
however unexpected, gross or personal, can ever disturb, for a mo- 
ment, his perfect courtesy and equanimity. It must proceed, in some 
measure, from the extent and familiarity of his knowledge of Canon, 
law, and conventional rules. May his example in this matter be ge- 
nerally followed, and that it may be attained to, we commend the 
study of this work. 

We are promised a second volume, and will await it with what pa- 
tience we may have. The work, when finished, will cause many to 
study and understand these matters of ecclesiastical law and custom, 
who have hitherto disregarded them. And although they may not in 
the end approve all conclusions here offered, they will grow in love 
and reverence for the wise and godly discipline of the Church, with- 
out which, says the Author, a Church ‘“ must become if it be not al- 
ready, a Church without religion.” We add one extract, as a speci- 
men of the style and spirit of the book, in the pious sympathies and 
wishes of which, we trust every reader will in these troublous times, 
unite. 

“* A Churchman by inheritance, long and earnest examination has root- 
ed the belief in my mind, that in the Protestant Episcopal Church, we 
have the nearest approach that the world can present, to the Church 
which the Saviour authorized his apostles to establish. As I believe 
that all hope of the preservation of our unrivalled civil institutions 
rests upon the prevalence of Christianity, so do I believe that the more 
the people are anchored in the doctrines and principles of the Episco- 
pal Church, the more surely will those institutions abide every assault 
they must encounter. The exposition of her laws may assist in the 
promotion of that respect and love which her tenets command, just in 
proportion as they are studied. Her cautious spirit—her firm, yet 
well tempered discipline—her strong foundations in the holy Scrip- 
tures—her stately columns, strengthened by all historic evidence and 
primitive action—the beautiful chastity of her garments of worship as 
she approaches the Father of Spirits—and that exquisite union of Gos- 
pel truth and devotional fervor, the Book of Common Prayer—all com- 
bine to supply every thing that a pure imagination, an earnest piety, or 
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an enlightened intellect, can crave or deserve. Let but the spirit of 
forbearance and toleration move among ourselves—let us but uphold 
her doctrines with firmness and charity—let her holiness be exempli- 
fied in our lives—and the mind of the country will give way to her 
claims, will imbibe her truth, and will spread her influence from the 
vale to the hill-top, until the whole land rejoices in her presence, 
“Yes,” in the language of one of the most magnificent of England’s 
orators. “ Yes, | would have her great and powerful. I wish to see 
her foundations laid low and deep, that she may crush the giant pow- 
ers of rebellious darkness. 1 would have her head raised up to that 
heaven to which she would conduct us. I would have her open wide 
her gates, by a noble and liberal comprehension : but | would have no 
breaches in her walls. I would have her cherish all those who are 
within, and pity all those who are without. I would have her a com- 
mon blessing to the world; an example, if she is not permitted to be 
an instructor, to all who have not the happiness to belong to her. I 
would have her give a lesson of peace to mankind, that a vexed and 
wandering generation may be taught to seek for repose inthe mater- 
nal bosom of her Christian charity, and not in the harlot cap of indif- 
ference or infidelity.”* For sale at A. E. Miller’s. 

A Manual of Prayersand Instructions for Boys. By a Presbyter of the 
Diocese of Maryland, 1849.—This work is, as it should be, concise, and 
in plain language. The prayers are appropriate, and the instructions 
deserving of an early and a lasting place in the memory, such as the 
Beatitudes; the Penitential Psalms; the three Divine Virtues; the 
three Kinds of Good Works, &c. ‘‘ The precepts of the Church are: 
‘“ Toobserve the Festivals and Holydays appointed; to keep the Fasting 
days with devotion and abstinence; to observe the Ecclesiastical cus- 
toms and ceremonies established, and that without frowardness and 
contradiction; such as bowing at the holy name of Jesus in the Creed, 
&c. To repair unto the Church for Morning and Evening Prayer, 
with other holy offices at times appointed, unless there be a just and 
unfeigned cause to the contrary ; to receive the blessed Sacrament of 
the body and Blood of Christ frequently, and with devotion: And, for 
better preparation thereto, as occasion requires, to disburthen our con- 
sciences of those sins that may grieve us, or scruples that may trouble 
us, to some Minister of God’s Word, and from him to receive godly 
counsel and advice.” | 

The rules of conduct are twenty-five in numbers. We extract :— 
‘Do your best to keep Sunday holy. Distinguish it in your heart and 
practice from other days; performing the duties peculiar to it with 
cheerful piety and thankfulness. Abstain from all work or play that 
is unsuited toit. Never make a profane joke, or irreverent or idle al- 
lusion to the Scriptures. If any such are made before you; "do not 
laugh at or affect to be pleased with them.....Shun all canting ex- 
pressions and affected seriousness. Whoever is sincerely pious must 
be humble, and such a person cannot give himself airs of sapere 
ety.....-Always give a part of your pocket money to the poor..... 
ver be ashamed to join audibly in the services of the Church, and to 


* Bdmund Burke, pp 84- 5. 
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observe the Ecclesiastical customs, such as kneeling in prayer, bowing 
at the holy name of Jesus in the Creed, &c. Beware of cruelty in all 
tts forms. Do not even tread on a worm or destroy an insect wan- 
tonly; and never practise or join in any barbarous sports. Remember, 
not a sparrow falleth to the ground without your Heavenly Father’s 
knowledge. Never ridicule old age, deformity, or any natural or un- 
avoidable defect or infirmity. It is unchristian, exceedingly ill-natured 
and base, and very ungentlemanly into the bargain.” 

There is an office for devotion at noon, for we are told David prayed 
three times a day, also this Hymn for noon. 


“OQ God, the Lord of place and time, 
Who orderest all things prudently, 
Brightening with beams the opening prime, 
And burning in the mid-day sky. 


Quench Thou the fires of hate and strife, 
The wasting fever of the heart: 
From perils guard our feeble life, 
And to our souls Thy peace impart. 


This grace on Thy redeemed confer, 
Father, co-equal Son, ‘ 

And Holy Ghost, the Comforter, 
Eternal Three in One.” Amen. 


Carus’ Life of Simeon.—In the volume in question some circum- 
stances are related which appear a little strange to those members of 
the Church in this country, who neither commune with the ‘ denomi- 
nations,” nor unite with them in their efforts to promote a ‘‘ Christian 
Literature ;’’ but who believe that the blessed Redeemer has “ pro- 
mised to be with the Ministers of Apostolical succession to the end of 
the world ;” that “ from the Apostles’ time there have been these or- 
ders of Ministers in Christ’s Church—Bishops, Priests and Deacons ;”’ 
and that ‘it is not lawful for any man to take upon him the office of 


public preaching or ministering the Sactaments in the congregation 
before he be lawfully called, and sent to execute the same,” that is, 
‘‘hath had Episcopal Consecration or Ordination.”* For example, 


during his visit to Edinburgh, in June 1796, Mr. Simeon attended the 


services of the Kirk, preached and communed. At St. Ninian’s, he 


said, “1 communicated at the second table where Mr. Campbell ex- 


horted.” ‘After communicating, I left them, and saw, as I came into 
the church-yard, one preaching there in atent. This preacher was 
Mr. C. of Bathcannor; I did not stop to hear him, lest I should lose the 
blessed frame in which my soul then was.” On the 26th, which was 
“Sacragment Sunday,” he was at Moulin. ‘ The congregation (he 
said) was numerous, and the Communicants almost a thousand. I 
preached a short sermon, and while they were partaking, I spoke a few 
words of encouragement, and bid them depart in peace.” “I par- 
took with the third table. On the whole, this Sabbath was not like 
the last. Then 1 was very much affected; now I was barren and 





ta + 
* See the Institution Office, the Preface to the Ordinal, and the 23d Article. 
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dull; God, however, is the same, and His Word is unchangeable, and 
in that is all my hope.” ‘ Sunday, 10th (of July.) Now for the third 
time I partook of the Holy Sacrament. Mr. Buchanan preached..... 
His sermon was well calculated for usefulness... .- - He afterwards 
fenced the tables judiciously for about half an hour, and then served 
the first table, when his observations were truly edifying and comfort- 
ing. At the fifth table, I myself partook. I had a delightful season, 
and Christ was peculiarly precious to my soul. I did not attend to the 
exhortation, but to my own recitations ; for indeed the custom of giv- 
ing continued exhortations is very bad, inasmuch as it prevents people 
from attending to their own private and personal concerns.” 

“T preached at the Canongate, and conducted the service in the 
usual manner: a psalm—a general prayer—a sermon—a particular 
prayer for the spread of the Gospel, for the King and royal family, 
the magistrates and ministers, those presiding in that-Church, the sick, 
&c.—a psalm with the benediction. According to my instructions, I 
remembered to close the whole with bowing to the magistrates who 
sat before me. They also politely bowed to me,” (p. 69.) ‘ Except 
when I preached in Episcopal Chapels, | officiated precisely as they 
do in the Kirk of Scotland: and I did so upon this principle; Presby- 
terianism is as much the established religion in North Britain, as Epis- 
copacy is inthe South; there being no difference between them ex- 
ceptin Church government... ...To the great body of Churchmen who 
live on this side of the Atlantic, the practice of the Rev. Mr. Simeon 
appears somewhat strange, while his reasoning is far from convincing. 
In England it may be otherwise. The Bishop of London did recently 
protestest against her Majesty’s attending the services of the Kirk du- 


ring her visit to Scotland. 





PO a 
Sif, ACwLloOimni Sa. 


NEW VERSION OF THE BIBLE. 

Mr. Editor,—Your recent notice of the proposed new version of 
the Scriptures recalls to my mind the following, written by the cele- 
brated Dr. Franklin, during his residence in Europe. Perhaps its 
suggestions may be of some use to the projectors of the new transla- 
tion, although atthe distance of nearly a century from the time it was 
penned and placed in his little Portfolio: 


To the Printerof * * * * 


Sir:—It isnow more than one hundred and seventy-five years since 
the translation of ourcommon English Bible. The language in that 
time is much changed, and the style being obsolete, and thence less 
agreeable, is perhaps one reason why the reading of that excellent 
book is of lateso much neglected. I have therefore thought it would 
be well to procure a new version, in which, preserving the sense, the 
turn of phrase and the manner of expression should be modern. I do 
not pretend to have the necessary abilities for such a work myself ; I 
throw out the hint for the consideration of the learned; and only ven- 
ture to send you a few verses of the first chapter of Job, which may 
serve as a sample of the kind of version I would recommend. 

VOL, XXVII.—NO. 9. 39 
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PART OF THE FIRST CHAPTER OF JOB MODERNIZED. 


Old Text. New Version. 

Ver. 6. Now there was a day| Ver. 6. And it being levee day 
when the sons of God came to pre-in heaven, all God’s nobility came 
sent themselves before the Lord, to court to present themselves be- 
and Satan came alsoamongthem. (fore him; and Satan also appeared 
in the circle, as one of the ministry. 
7. And the Lord said unto Sa-| 7. And God said unto Satan. 
tan, Whence comest thou? Then/You have been some time absent; 
Satan answered the Lord and said, where were you? And Satan an- 
From going to and fro in the earth, swered, I have been at my country 
and from walking up and down'seat, and in different places visiting 
in it. my friends. 





8. And the Lord said unto Sa-| 8. And God said, Well, what 
tan, Hast thou considered my ser-'think you of Lord Job? You see 
vant Job, that there is none likehe is my best friend, a perfectly 
him in the earth, a perfect and up-jhonest man, full of respect for me, 
right man, one that feareth Godjand avoiding every thing that might 
and escheweth evil ? offend me. 

9. Then Satan answered the} 9. And Satan answered, Does 
Lord and said, Does Job fear God|your Majesty imagine that his good 
for naught. conduct is the effect of mere perso- 
nal attachment and affection ? 

10. Hast thou not made an} 10. Have you not protected him, 
hedge about his house, and aboutjand heaped your benefits upon him, 


all that he hath on every side ?\till he has grown enormously rich? 
Thou hast blest the work of his 


hands, and his substanee is increas- 
ed in the land? 

11. But put forth thine hand} 11. Try him; only withdraw 
now and touch all that he hath, and your favor, turn him out of his 
he will curse thee to thy face. places, and withhold his pensions, 
aud you will soon find him in the 
opposition.— Chris. Intelligencer. 
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THE SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS. 


Certain members of this denomination of professing Christians, ap- 
pealed to the highest legal tribunal of our State to test the principles 
of an Act passed by the Legislature in 1794, for the prevention, &e. 
of worldly employment and business on the Lord’s Day. Obtaining 
no relief from the law as it now stands in the Statute Book, and no 
encouragement from the opinions of the Bench appointed to adminis- 
ter it, they have petitioned the present Legislature to exempt them 
from the provisions of the first section of the above named Act. 

The Committee of the House reported the following argument :— 
“The memorialists set forth, that they regard the seventh day of the 
week as the divinely appointed Sabbath, and cannot conscientiously 
regard as the Sabbath the first day of the week. They ask, or rather 
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claim, exemption from the operation of the statute now in force, as a 
right secured to them by the great constitutional provision of this re- 
public, securing to all its citizens liberty of conscience. To this appeal, 
no true republican can be insensible. We hold liberty of conscience 
to be one of our most valuable rights. Nor can we conceive of any 
thing more impolitic than for a government to array itself against the 
consciences of the governed. But it occurs to the Committee, that the 
plea of liberty of conscience may be urged for the enactment or repeal 
of laws inseparably connected with the public welfare. We ask, whe- 
ther the very nature of government does not require, that in some con- 
tingencies, this liberty should be subject to restrictions. Under the 
most liberal forms of government, it must be the condition of some— 
often of a large minority—to submit to laws to which they are sin- 
cerely and strongly opposed, and which they could not conscientiously 
enact and support if they were in power. Butifno law can be enacted 
and enforced against which a minority may conscientiously protest, 
there can be no government. One class may object to one law, and 
another class to another law, until all great public interests are aban- 
doned to utter insecurity. We admit, that cases may happen in which 
the law objected to is not to be regarded as conflicting merely with the 
settled convictions ofthe objectors, as to what is most conducive to the 
welfare of the community, considered in « moral, or in a pecuniary 
point of view ; but as directly contravening a clearly revealed law of 
God, and placing them under the necessity of practically determining 
whether they will obey God, in violation of the laws of man, or those 
of man, in violation of the law of God. Hence the question arises, 
whether cases may not occur in which the interests of the whole com- 
munity, absolutely require legislation upon certain inferests in despite 
of the conscientious scruples of a part. It may not be necessary to 
elaborate this point further than to say, that a very respectable and 
useful portion of the American community are so opposed to war, 
under any conditions, that they cannot, without a violation of their 
consciences, carry arms,-or voluntarily bear any of the burdens of war. 
To either of these acts they prefer fines-or imprisonment, or any pen- 
alty which government may impose. .The law relieves them, with 
some other classes of citizens not entertaining the same scruples, from 
the necessity of carrying arms, but still requires them, against their 
consciences, to contribute that which has been, not inappropriately, 
denominated ‘the sinews of war.’ Should the gold mines, or placers 
of California, attract to that country a party of Pagans from Asia, 
whose system of religion requires the offering of human beings in sa- 
crifice, is it conceivable that an American legislator or jurist would so 
construe the declaration, that ‘all men have a natural and indefeasible 
right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their con- 
sciences,’ and ‘that no human authority can in any case whatever con- 
trol or interfere with the rights of conscience,’ as to make them extend 
their protection to the horrid rights of this bloody superstition 4 : The 
intention of these illustrations is not to attach odium to the memorial- 
ists, by placing them in comparison with heathens, but merely to show 
that there may be instances in which the most liberal and equitable go- 








ee oe Pg <P OE EN Oe eee. te ee 
= es om nr ’ 7a ¢ 


a 





414° The Seventh Day Baptists. (Jan. 


vernment must of necessity come into conflict with the religious con- 
victions of some of its subjects. 

Whether the learned jurists who constitute the highest judicial tri- 
bunal of the Commonwealth, and who are stigmatized in pamphlets 
circulated through the House by the memorialists, as *‘ Religious zea- 
lots,’ erred, whento the regret of the memorialists, they decided that 
the Act of 1794, comes within the spirit and meaning of the foregoing 
constitutional provisions, will depend upon whether the rights aud pri- 
vileges of the community at large would or would not, by a contrary 
decision, be sacrificed fur the benefit of a few. Can the bill devised 
by the memorialists and passed by the Senate, become a law with 
safety to the rights and interests of the public? Wall not the injury 
done to the many be incalculably greater than the benefit resulting to 
the few. The enforcement of the observance of the Sabbath, so far as 
abstinence from secular employments is concerned by civil statute, is 
not the result of bigotry or superstition, but results from a profound 
conviction ofits importance tothe public welfare. The Sabbath is be- 
lieved to be of immense value as an occasion of rest from bodily and 
mental toil, and as furnishing opportunity for religious reading—for 

rivate, and for social and public worship, and for the training of 
children, It is the only opportunity which many laboring men have 
of being with their families and instructing, and otherwise influencing 
those for whose character and conduct the Providence of God and the 
law of the land hold them responsible. It is the time set apart spe- 
cially for the cultivation of the moral dispositions—the heart of the 
community, which is believed to be not less important than the culti- 
vation of its intellect. To secure these advantages some one day must 
be agreed upon by the whole community. It is not meant that the se- 
lection of the day is left to human expediency, but as different opin- 
ions are entertained respecting the day divinely consecrated, this 
question must be settled for practical purposes. The multiplication 
of weekly Sabbaths, it is believed, would to a great extent, if not 
wholly, defeat the design of the institution. The memorialists claim 
that the seventh day of the week is the day indicated by divine autho- 
rity. Itis not necessary to discuss here the grounds of this belief. 
We presume that the arguments which they have presented to the Le- 
gislature upon the point in their tracts and pamphlets, are not designed 
to make converts, but merely to show that this peculiarity of the faith, 
is not to be attributed to capriciousness or obstinacy, or incorrigible 
ignorance, but can be recommended by at least plausible reasoning. It 
is sufficient for us that the first day of the week is generally believed 
to be the true Sabbath. Itis the Sabbath of the United States of Ame- 
rica. It is the Sabbath of Christendom. 

The pursuance of secular business on the Lord’s day, is believed by 
the Committee to inflict great social injustice. Suppose it to be done 
by farmers or others, of this persuasion, the effect may be that they 
will gain real or apparent advantages in the market, and others will 
be compelled, or will think themselves compelled, to pursue the same 
course in order to a successful competition. The injury will be greatly 
augmented, when the principal in business has many hands in his em- 
ploy. They are denied the periodical rest to which they are entitled ; 
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or if for the convenience of business, another day is substituted for the 
Lord’s Day, it cannot supply the religious privileges called for by their 
moral and spiritual wants. To secure these privileges, as w@ll as to 
preserve untainted their consciences, American citizens have been ob- 
liged, under circumstances of great hardship, to turn away from em- 
ployments, for which they were specially fitted by their talents and 
education. It is believed that the Sabbath desecration, which is allow- 
ed bythe laws of this State, regulating her public works, compels 
thousands of her best men to relinquish their birth-right or the employ- 
ment upon whichthey depend for subsistence. Hence the necessity 
of civil legislation respecting the Sabbath. It is necessary to protect 
the community, the laboring portion especially, in the pussession and 
enjoyment of invaluable rights and privileges, civil and religious, which 
have descended to them from the Author of their being, and also from 
the founders of the Republic and of the Commonwealth. The memo- 
rialists object that the laws of which they complain are unconstitu- 
tional, because of the nature ofan ecclesiastical law, as it assumes to 
decide what is Divine law, and to enforce it as such. 

The Committee have no hesitancy in concurring or affirming that it 
is not the province of the Legislature to ascertain what are the laws 
of God, or to re enact and enforce them by civil penalties when ascer- 
tained by others. Nor is this even chargeable upon those by whom 
the obnoxious Sabbath labor were ordained. The true ground of civil 
legislation is the agreement or disagreement of measures, with the or- 
der and interest of society. That legislation proceeding upon this 
ground should result in a coincidence between Divine and human laws, 
is neither strange nor alarming. Itis inevitable. Nor can it be sup- 
posed that Christian law-givers will be wholly uninfluenced by the 
consideration that the modes of action upon which they are required 
to deliberate, age enjoined or prohibited by the law of God. But it is 
one thing to = 3 a pre-existent divine law the ground of civil legis- 
lation, and another thing to make the fact that God has ordained or 
prohibited an act, the source or one of the sources of our convictions 
in reference to its social tendencies. And if to prohibit acts which the 
divine law has prohibited, be necessarily to pass ecclesiastical laws, 
and consequently to vivlate the Constitution of the State and of the 
United States, then constitutions are violated by the laws prohibiting 
murder, theft and polygamy. The memorialists do not appear to the 
Committee to be entirely consistent with themselves. They object to 
Sabbath laws as uncoustitutional, because examples of legislating 
upon religious subjects, and because they determine ‘when a man 
shall work and whea he shall rest,’ and yet they profess to approve of 
‘asimple enactment prohibiting all unnecessary labor on Sunday, ex- 
cept in the case of those who keep the seventh day as the Sabbath ;’ 
so that they have no objections to ecclesiastical laws providing that 
their preferences are consulted by said laws. The authors of our 
Sabbath laws are not chargeable with having determined that. the first 
day of the week is the Sabbath, and thus settled by legislative autho- 
rity a theological question. This point was settled anterior to any 
legislation upon the subject. They merely ordained that the people 
should be protected in the enjoyment of the privileges with which the 
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Sabbath is fraught, assuming the theological question to be settled by 
the only competent authority—the religious convictions of the people. 

The Committee would respectfully suggest that the recognition of 
some day as the Sabbath, by the public authorities, is of absolute ne- 
cessity, as otherwise the public conscience might be broken down, and 
millions of American citizens virtually deprived of the rights of suf- 
frage, by the appointment of public elections to be held in Sabbatic 
time. Nor canthe poblic recognition of the first day of the week as 
the Sabbath be regarded as a sectarian measure, inasmuch as there 
are few articles of belief more Catholic among American Christians, 
and citizens generally, than that by which this day is consecrated. 

The Committee sympathize with the memorialists in their difficul- 
ties, and would gladly concur in some feasible plan of relief, but they 
are not convinced of the expediency of the bill offered for their con- 
currence. It appears to involve the principle that Sabbath days may 
be multiplied in the eye of the law, and that each and all of them may 
be legally subject to such violence as frustrate their designs. It ap- 
pears to us to be a virtual nullification of our Sabbath laws. We fear 
that in passing it through sympathy with the few, we should be doing 
injustice tothe multitude. Besides, the law proposed to be superse- 
ded does no violation to the consciences of the memorialists. It does 
not require them to desecrate their Sabbath, but merely to pay some 
respect to the consciences and rights of the great body of the Ameri- 
can citizens. Nor can we overlook the fact, that we are asked to pro- 
tect them from the penal consequences of violating a law by making 
them exceptions to its obligations. 

Your Committee, therefore, report the bill referred to them, with 
a negative recommendation. 

The Committee offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That hereafter the whole amount of We boon forfei- 





tures in money accruing and becoming due, under provisions of 
the Act of 22d April 1794, entitled ‘ An Act for the prevention of 
vice and immorality, and of unlawful gaming, and to restrain disor- 
derly sports and dissipation,’ shall be paid to the overseers of the poor 
of the city, borough or township, wherein the offence shall be com- 


_mitted, for the use ofthe poorthereof; and that so much of the twelfth 


section of said act as gives one moiety of said forfeiture to the person 
or persons prosecuting for the same, is hereby repealed: Prowded, 
That all other provisions of the said act shall remain in full force and 
effect.’”’——Epis. Recorder. : 





ete 


PRESIDENT POLK. 


When President Polk was re-interred, an address was delivered by 
Bishop Otey, from which we extract:—‘‘In the private relations of 
life—in social intercourse with his friends—in his deportment towards 
his fellow-citizens—in the transaction of business—in punctually to 
meet his engagements—in the civilities due to strangers, to station and 
to age, Mr. Polk was all that could be reasonably expected or desired. 
He was a dutiful son—an affectionate brother—a faithful friend—a 
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kind husband—an easy and merciful master—a good neighbor, and 
last of all, but not least, he was an humble believer in Christ. 

Would that 1 could say, that he was known to the world as a devout 
Christian, during all that splendid career of distinction, which marked 
his progress through life. This is the only defect in his character, 
upon which I feel bound to make a remark—and fidelity to him, fidel- 
ity to the living, and above all fidelity to Him, whom I own and ac- 
knowledge as my Master, and in whose name I speak, all require me 
to say, that this was a grevious defect—a defect which he himself ‘ac- 
knowledged and deplored, which he atoned for to the best of his abi- 
lity and opportunity, on the bed of his last sickness. Isaw him on 
that bed of pain, and within a few hours of the closing scene, and his 
language then was, “If any man in the world has reason to acknowl- 
edge his debt of gratitude to God for His mercies, and to deplore his 
forgetfulness of Him, I am the man. For twenty years past, I have 
been sensible of my duty to God, and intending to do it, but the cares 
of life and incessant occupation, with public business, have interfered 
to preventme.” lt was no doubt an honest, true, and heartfelt con- 
fession—for the hour of death is an honest hour, and we shall all find 
itso, my hearers, no matter what may be our condition or rank in life. 
It was a confession, which we humbly trust, that the Searcher of hearts 
accepted, as some atonement, through the merits of Christ, for that 
forgetfulness which it acknowledged and lamented. But why was 
President Polk thus throagh a long course of time, unknown to the 
professors of Christ’s religion? It could not be that he was ignorant 
of his duty inthis behalf; for, from the time he was at college to the 
close of his eventful life, he was a constant attendant upon the worship 
of God. It could not be that he was indifferent to the subject; for no 
man could manifest so much respect for the institutions of religion, as 
he did, and yet feel indifferent to its claims. The true cause is, doubt- 
less, to be found in that which we are compelled to pronounce, the 
prevailing and besetting sin of the day—the habit of procrastination—a 
habit, most likely to be strengthened, confirmed, by devotion to 
worldly objects, and especially the pursuits of political life. But this 
forms no sort of justification for the neglect of a bounden duty; nor 
for the commission of an acknowledged fault—a fault, more glaringly 
apparent in the lives of all our Presidents, Andrew Jackson perhaps 
excepted—than in him who furnishes occasion to make these remarks. 

I mean not to speak disparagingly of the just merits of our rulers 
or in derogation of the claims to our respect and gratitude which their 
eminent and signal services fairly present. All honor and thanks be 
to them, for their noble achievements, and sacrifices in the cause of 
human liberty—for laying broad and deep the foundation of civil and 
religious freedom; for the fair fabric of constitutional rights which 
their wisdom reared for us, and for the singular skill and prudence 
with which they have managed our public affairs, But, I ask, is nothing 
“due to Him, to whom we are indebted for all we have, and: all we 
hope for, both in this world and in the world to come? Shall no thought 
be taken of His honor, “‘ who gave himself to die for us that we might 
live through Him?” Who submitted to ignominy, to torture, to the 
death of the cross, in order to testify His love for us—to save us “ from 
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the bitter pains of eternal death”—to raise us from the desolation of 
the tomb, and ‘“ exalt us to everlasting life?’’ What is it that keeps 
alive the spark of life in the withered form of that aged mother, when 
she beholds the remains of a beloved son, around whom cling all the 
yearnings of the maternal heart, consigned to the cold and noiseless 
vault of the tomb? It is the hope of the resurrection which shall unite 
parent and child again, to dwell with “ the spirits of the just made 
perfect.”” What is it that dries up the tear that steals down the pale 
cheek of that lone widow, as the grave shut its jaws upon him who 
was her all on earth? Again we answer, the hope of the resurrection 
through Christ, “ who, by his death, hath abolished death, and brought 
life and immortality to light, and, by His rising again, hath restored 
us to everlasting life.” And again, we ask, in view of these priceless 
benefits, is nothing due to the memory of this Saviour, and to the honor 
of His cause inthe world? May the offer of a blcod-bought salvation 
be delayed in its acceptance and be put off, for anything this world has 
to give, by the rebels whom He came to save? snd when we would 
plead His cause with‘ our dying fellow-men, shall we be driven to the 
necessity of appealing to the examples of the Presidents of this nation, 
and cite them in recommendation of the approval which they have 
given to Christ’s religion? General Washington, it is said, was a 
Christian. And yet it has required a book of some two or three hun- 
dred pages, displaying diligent and careful research to establish, by 
proper proof, thatas a fact, which the very nature of Christianity de- 
mands, to be known of all men, without doubt or question. The at- 
tendance of the younger Mr. Adams at public worship, and his letters 
to his son, furnish the chief evidence of his estimation of Christianity. 
General Jackson professed religion, and died in the Communion of the 
Presbyterian Church, some years after he had retired from the Presi- 
dential chair. General Harrison, it is said, intended to attach himself 
by Communion to the Episcopal Church on the Sunday which followed 
his death. He died in his 69th year, What had he’been doing the 
fifty years preceding, that he found neither place nor opportunity to 
testify his personal interest in the purchase of a Redeemer’s blood ? 
President Polk professed his faith in Christ, was baptized and receiv- 
ed the Communion at the hands of a Methodist Minister, a few days 
before his de@ease. And this is all,so far as I am informed, that can 
be adduced from the histories of ten or eleven Presidents who have 
ruled our destinies since we became an independent nation, as giving 
personal attestation, by personal example, of their sense of the value 
of the Christian religion, Thus far, they have honored Christ. If 
there be force in such an appeal to the reason, to the understanding, 
and to the hearts of men, let those make of it who choose. I protest 
against a reference to such examples, as though Christianity stood in 
need of such to commend it to the regard of mankind. For my own 
part, standing to-day by the mortal remains of my friend, with the open 
sepulchre in view, and realizing insome good degree, the responsibi- 
lity of my office, the respect due to the dead, and my obligations to the 
living, I prefer to cite his example and his words, as a solemn and im- 
pressive warning to all who hear, and to urge you by the awful and 
unspeakable consideration of life or death eternal not to make the issue 
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between God and your souls, a matter for decision upon the bed of 
your last sickness. Indeed I feel that this is the only proper topic be- 
fitting the solemnity and seriousness of the purpose for which we have 
assembled; and that, after we have committed the mortal body of our 
late venerated Chief Magistrate, our beloved companion and brother 
in the mystic tie, our honored friend, to its final resting place, if then, 
we can send you back to your homes, more deeply impressed than 
when you came, with the uncertainty of life and the emptiness of 
worldly honors, and more resolved to make religion a matter of per- 
sonal concernment and duty, we shall fee] that we have not labored in 
vain, nor failed in the object proposed to ourselves in meeting this ap- 
pointment.”’ 
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THE SABBATH. 


“ Hold fast the form of sound words.”—2 Tim. i. 13. 


I. love the holy Sabbath! O, how sweet, 
How welcome is this sacred day of rest! 
And how delightful, wheresoe’er I go, 

To join the worship of my own dear Church. 


In duty’s path, I wander from my home, 
From my domestic shrine, from the embrace 
Of my loved family ; and pass my days 
’Mid stranger homes, in feeble health, alone! 
But ever joyous is this day’s return. 

I enter Zion’s courts, the house of God ; 

And here throughout Columbia’s happy land 

Of civil and religious liberty, 

I find the Church. With joy I enter in, 

And take a part in her delightful ‘ Form 

Of words most sound,’ devout and rational ; 
And-think how many thousand thousand more 
Throughout the Christian world are then engaged 
In use of that incomparable Liturgy, 

Which saints, apostles, martyrs, long have made 
A medium of communion with their God ; 

And while I think, the very thought gives joy 
That thousand thousand voices now are tuned 

To pour their simultaneous praises forth 

To God, in this same sapient ‘ Form of words.’ 
Thus, distant friends in sweet communion meet 
Though seas and land divide, from pole to pole ; 
Though earth’s diameter be interposed ; 

Though rolls the Atlantic or Pacific wave 

To sunder friend from friend; whose hearts, perchance, 
In pondering o’er the distance, may be me a 
Yet, in this holy service when engaged, 

And offering prayers to Heaven, in these ‘same words,’ 
They sweet communion hold, and seem to feel 
And recognize a dear proximity, 

And thus their prayers in unison ascend, 

An offering pure, an holy sacrifice. 


O! in such scenes, how often has my heart 
Embraced my dear, my absent family, 
Whom I suppose engaged in praising God 
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Inthe same CuuRcH on earth, in these ‘same worde. 
How sweet the tie, that binds in Christian love 

The hearts of Christians! And how sweet to pour 
Our voice in notes symphonious ; where no jar, 

No discord mars the strains; but voice with voice 

In concord sweet resounds; and soul with soul 

In dear communion mingles, while the voice 

Of each to each responsive in its turn 

Conspires to swell the tide of sacred praise 

To the all-bounteous, omnipresent God ! 


I love the SanpatH! : May I ever love, 
And with inereasing fervor, more and more, 
Love, cherish, honor, sanctify and keep, 
As God commands, His holy Sabbath day ! 
And when this feeble tenement, which seems 
Consuming me, § but by progress sure 
Shall be dissolved, peaceful may I repose 
Tn kindred dust, and sweetly sleep in Christ. 
Then with the renascent frame, building of God— 
‘ An house not made with hands,’ assimilate 
Unto the glorious body of my Lord— 
May I arise, purged from all earthly dross, 
And fresh with life, a trophy of the Cross, 
In mid air meet my Lord; and saved by grace, 
In Heaven’s bright mansions find an humble place ; 
Where, having prized on earth the Sabbath’s rest, 
I hail an endless Sabbath with the blest. 

New Jersey Journal. 
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O watch and!pray—thou' canst not tell 
How near thine hour may be; 

Thou canst not know how soon the bell 
May toll its notes for thee: 

Death’s thousand snares beset thy way, 

Frail child of dust—O watch and pray ! 


Fond Yours—as yet untouched by care, 
Does thy young pulse beat high ? 

Do hope’s sweet vision’s, bright and fair, 
Dilate before thine eye! 

Know these must change, must pass away, 

Fond trusting youth—O watch and pray ! 


Thou Acep Max—life’s wintry storm 
Hath seared thy vernal bloom, 

With trembling step and bending form 
Thou art tottering to the tomb ; 

And can vain boa lead thee astray? 

Watch, weary pilgrim, watch and pray! 


Ambition—stop thy panting breath : 
Pride—sink thy lifted eye ; 

Behold the yawning gates of death 
Before thee open hie. 

O, hear the counsel, and obey— 

Pride and ambition—watch and pray ! 


O, watch and pray—the paths we tread 
Lead onward to the grave ; 

Go to the tombs, and ask the dead, 
Ye on life’s stormy wave— 

And they shall tell you—even they, 

From their dark ihe watch and pray. 





[Jan. 
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RALLELOVS LVTELLIGANCH. 


Fast Day, Dec. 6.—In his message to the Legislature, the Governor 
remarked, ‘it is fit and proper, that as a Commonwealth, we should, 
at an early day, to be designated by you, implore the God of our fa- 
thers for the pardon of our manifold transgressions, and invoke His 
protection and guidance in this our day of trouble and affliction, that 
he would graciously vouchsafe to enlighten the minds of our Federal 
rulers, the North and its citizens, and direct them in the way of truth, 
of reason and of justice, and preserve a once happy political family 
from the unspeakable horrors of civil strife.” The Legislature adopt- 
ed the following: ‘Whereas, it becomes a Christian people at all 
times to look to the King of kings for guidance and direction, but more 
especially in seasons of trial and difficulty: and, whereas, the enact- 
ments of the last Congress of the United States have destroyed the 
equal rights of the Southern States, have invaded the peace and secu- 
rity of our homes, and must lead to an overthrow of the existing order 
of things ; therefore, resolved, unanimously, that we recommend to 
the people of South-Carolina to set apart Friday, the 6th of December, 
as a day of fasting and humiliation; that the reverend Clergy through- 
out the State be invited to assemble their respective congregations on 
that day, to unite in prayer to Almighty God, that He may direct and 
aid the General Assembly in devising such measures as will conduce 
to the best interests and welfare of our beloved State.” 

The Bishop addressed a letter to the Diocese, as follows: ‘The 
Legislature of South-Carolina having recommended to the people to 
‘“‘to set apart Friday, the 6th of December, as a day of Fasting, and 
Humiliation, and Prayer,” authorized by Canon 47, and by usage, the 
subjoined ‘“ Order of Services” is provided. Let it be a day for with- 
drawing from secular business and recreation; at home, for retire- 
ment, reading the Word of God, meditation, self-examination, contri- 
tion, holy resolution, and earnest prayer; and, in the Church, at the , 
services, morning and evening, for devotion, and teaching, and learn- 
ing our duties, general and special. Following the example of the 
religious patriots, whose lives are recorded:in the Old and New Tes- 
taments, and, in particular, of our Divine Redeemer, who loved his 
own Jerusalem, bewailed her sins, and dangers, and diligently sought 
her welfare; Gop, even our own Gop, will give us and our country 
His blessing, through the same Jesus Curist our Lord.” Amen. 

The day was observed by many, but there were many also (andsome 
even of those who “ profess and call themselves Christians,’”’) who 
were not at Church, and the Railroad and Steamers had, we believe, 
moretravellersthan usual. This vacation which “public authority” had 
given the people to keep holy, was passed in a very different way,— 
both at home and abroad, by too many. Alas, that one day ina year 
cannot be spared from business or recreation for the solemn purpose, 
recommended both by the “ Clvil” andthe “ Ecclesiastical authority.” 


Monthly Missionary Lecture—That for December was postponed, 
as few persons were present, the weather being unfavorable ; but after 





See ge ee one ee eee | Em By ay ee 
ve » Ss e 


y bal 
eS 


as 
* 
re 
- 


‘ 





——~¢ —_ y soll ey + te Sw, 


422 . Religious Intelligence. [Jan. 


“Evening Prayer,” including the special prayer for a blessing on the 
Missions, the statement, as to their condition, was read as usual by the 
Bishop. Collection $6 33. 


Journal of the Bishop of South-Carolina—Extracts from it.— 

Sept. 8. Sunday. At‘ Calvary Church,” Charleston, [ preached and 
confirmed 4 persons, one of them was a member of St. Philip’s Church. 
‘Evening Prayer’ was read by the Minister, (Rev. Paul Trapier.) 

10. I confirmed a sick member of St. John’s, Hampstead, on his couch 

15. At St. John’s, Hampstead, after ‘“‘ Evening Prayer,” by the 
Minister, (Rev. A. W. Marshall,) I preached and confirmed 12 persons, 

22. At Washington City, in the Church of the Ascension, I said 
‘Evening Prayer.” The sermon was by the Minister, (Rev. Mr. 
Gillies.) At night, in a private dwelling, catechised some young per- 
sons, in particular instructed them respecting Confirmation. They 
were not connected with any congregation here, otherwise I might 
have seemed to interfere with their proper Pastor. 

Sept. 24. At New-York, at the Triennial meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of our General Theological Seminary, I presided for the first 
half of the evening, and then relinquished the Chair to the Bishop of 
Maryland. Much important business was transacted. A Committee 
was appointed to report as to the Diocese, entitled to Trustees in 
consequence of the legacy of the late Mr. Kohne. The managers of 
our Sunday School Union had also a meeting this evening, at which 
I was present. 

29. At Niagara vilage, after “Evening Prayer,” by the Rector, 
(Rev. Mr. Roberts,) I preached. 

Oct. 2. The General Convention of the Church met at Christ 
Church, Cincinnati—I arrived too late for the morning service, but was 
present at the evening session at half past 3 o’clock of “the House 
of Bishops.” 

Oct. 3 to 17 inclusive, Sundays excepted. Iwas present at ‘ Morn- 
ing Prayer” oneach day, and at the sittings of “the House of Bish- 


ops” and of “the Council of Bishops,” on all the occasions on which 


they met, in the forenoon and afternoon, and once at night—also at the 
triennial meeting of ‘‘theSunday School Union,” and of the ‘‘ Domes- 


_ tic and Foreign Missionary Society’’—also at the three meetings of 


‘the Board of Missions.” 

19. At Wheeling, Virginia, in St. John’s Church, by permission of 
the Bishop, and at the request of the Rector, after “ Evening Prayer” 
at night, I preached on Confirmation, which, should the Assistant 
Bishop arrive, it is expected will be administered here on to-morrow. 

20. Same town, in St. Matthew’s Church, A. M., I preached, and 
in the afternoon read “ Evening Prayer’ in part, being assisted by the 
Rev. Mr. Randall, of Boston. 

27. At Washington City, inthe Church of the Ascension,I preached 
both A. M. and P. M. 

Nov. 14. A candidate for Priest’s Orders had his examination—3 
Presbyters assisting. 

15, At St. Philip’s, Charleston, were confirmed 70 persons from 
eight of the congregations in Charleston—I made an address. 
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17, AtSt.Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston, were ordained Rey. C, T. 
Bland, as Priest, and Mr. E. A. Wagner, as Deacon. 

27. Addressed a “ circular” to the Presbyters and Deacons, recom- 
mending that during the present session of the Legislature, a prayer 
should be made for that Body, and for the Governor of the State. 

30. St. Andrew’s Day. Addressed a circular, setting forth an “ Or- 
der of Service” for 6th December, appointed as a “fast,” by the Le- 
gislature of South-Carolina. 

Dec. 8. At St. Michael’s, (Charleston,) I preached on “the state of 
our branch of the Church.” 

19. A candidate for Priest’s Orders had his examination, two Pres- 
byters assisting. : 

22. At Calvary Church, I said “ Evening Prayer,” and preached. 

Missions of the Church. Domestic. Minnesota.— The remarkable 
success which has already attended the noble efforts of the Rev. Mr. 
Breck dnd his faithful fellow laborers, to plant the Church in this new 
and interesting country—the remotest Western frontier of civilization, 
is an evident token and pledge of God’s approbation and blessing; af- 
fording an earnest of what its future growth may be. The Church edi- 
fice at St. Paul (Christ’s) is progressing finely ; it is now enclosed, 
and expected to be ready for Divine Service by Christmas. On the 
30th of October, the corner stone of a second Church, to be called the 
Holy Trinity, was laid at the fast growing village of St. Anthony, situ- 
ated about the Falls of that name. Others will be erected at all the 
stations as soon as possible. ‘ He writes:—“ We have now twelve 
stations, at which we regularly celebrate Divine Worship; and these 
cover the entire ground of the white population of Minnesota. The 
last station organized was atthe Sauk Rapids, eighty miles above this, 
(St. Paul’s,) on the Mississippi. When we reached this settlement, 
our hearts leaped with joy that we were the first upon the ground to 
call mento repentance. No sound of the Gospel had yet been heard 
at this place. We rejoiced that the old Church had at last found the 
frontier ; and may she ever keep it for the honor of her Lord! After 
securing a place for public worship, we went forth to invite the set- 
tlers to the services of the next day ; and you will not accuse my bro- 
ther that was with me, (for into new parts we travel ‘two by two,’) 
and myself, of too much ardor on such an occasion as this, when, pass- 
ing from settler to settler, and finding in a retired spot, a huge weather- 
beaten rock—we impromptu, ascended it; and there gave vent to our 
feelings in the language of the Church— Upon this Rock I will build,’ 
&c.; then repeating the Apostle’s Creed; after which, (kneeling,) we 
used the Lord’s Prayer, and the concluding prayer in the Institution 
Office ; and, rising, united in the Gloria in Excelsis.”’ 

Maine. Brunswick.—‘‘ A candidate for orders having, while a resi- 
dent in College in this place, made his first acquaintance with the 
Church, experienced its saving influences upon his own character. 
He is the second, who having, while students in college, received con- 
firmation in our yet infant parish, has entered the ministry with the 
highest promise of extensive usefulness. May many more such be 
raised up to dispense the Word of life.” 
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Florida, Key West.—“ Strangers come and go; vessels are wracked 
and leave their sailors; others, passing by, drop in to put ashore the 
sick and dying ; and such like causes swell the labors of the Missionary 
without increasing his parish. The piratical expedition to Cardenas 
landed here, and left some twelve or more wounded persons. The 
whole charge of these, so far as they had any ministerial aid, devolved 
on your Missionary. There were a few Churchmen among them, and 
one we buried.” 

Alabama. ev. G. F. Cushman.— The colored congregation, St. 
Cyprian’s, continues to share one-half of my labors, and is in many re- 
spects the most encouraging partof my cure. Tho’ labor among them 
successfully requires time and patience, or rather a faith that never 
falters, and a heart that never tires. We must not look for immediate 
fruits, perhaps not, in this generation, for fruits at all; but when we 
see the Laity willing to spend their money and their time to promote 
the spiritual interests of those who are dependent upon them, what 
would be said were not the Clergy willing to showan equal zeal? This 
parish was established in part to secure tle preaching of the Gospel 
to servants, and is mainly supported by a Christian lady upon that con- 
dition.” 

Foreign. Athens.—‘ The re-opening of our schools, was on the 16th 
inst., under unusually favorable circumstances. We had great reason 
to apprehend we should find our numbers diminished in consequence 
of the prevailing epidemic, which has been particularly fatal among 
children, and even among adults of the poorer class. It is a subject of 
gratitude to Almighty God, that this disease has not, as far as we can 
learn, made any inroads upon our little flock. All our teachers too 
have returned to their work, with cheerfulness and zeal; and thus, 
looking up for God’s blessing, we enter upon the twentieth year of 
Missionary labor among this people.”’ . 

Africa.—The Missionary writes: ‘ Besides preaching in two of the 
villages, I visited from house to house in these and other villages, and 
reminded the people that the next day would be Sunday, and invited 
all to come out to worship God in the Chapel on that day. These vi- 
sits are always well rece‘ved, and as in congregations in America, seem 
to interest the people in coming out to the service of the sanctuary. In- 
deed, at our different stations, we are in the habit of visiting them every 
Saturday afternoon, as the surest means of getting them to keep the 
Sabbath, and at the same time instructing them individually in the 
things pertaining to the kingdom. There are always a number of sick 
or maimed pegple in our large parishes, who claim our special care, 
and temporal as well as spiritual aid. Our visits to these poor crea- 
tures seem to be often gratefully received, especially so, as their wants 
are generally but poorly attended to by their own people; indeed, 
were they not provided for by the Missionaries, they would be in dan- 
ger of starving to death. How true are our Saviour’s words to the 
disciples—‘“ The poor have ye always with you.”....He told all the » 
old men (the senators) what conversation had passed between us, and 
accordingly they sent their headman to ask me today, whether I had 
intended to pick a quarrel with the people, by asking the question I 
puttothe Krooman? I replied, that ours was a private conversation, 

. and therefore the question was only intended for the Krooman to an- 














1851.] Religious Intelligence. 425 


swer. ‘ But,” continued I, “I may ask you and the people the same 
thing, seeing you seem much fonder of dashes than the Word of God. 
I came to save people’s souls, and not to feed or clothe their bodies.” 
“True,” said the old man, “and my people shall come in greater 
numbers than ever (had good congregations before) to hear you 
preach, if you will only come back and live withus.” The congrega- 
tion the next day was a very large one, and this king seems not only to 
be more interested than ever, but endeavors also to influence his people 
for good.” 

China.—From a Missionary. ‘On reaching the Church, I found 
old Soodong in animated controversy with a Romanist. The sub- 
ject of controversy was of course the worship of Mary, and the argu- 
ment just advanced was the old one that the Son must be approached 
through the mother. ‘If Jesus should refuse a request of Mary’s, 
He would be unfilial”—to a Chinese mind, one of the most shocking of 
all suggestions. I left Soodong to find his own answer, which was as 
follows: ‘* We, Chinamen, honor Confucius; but who ever heard of 
paying homage to Confucius’ mother?” Besides, Jesus said, ‘‘ who- 
soever shall do the will of my Father which is in Heaven, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother... . .“* How wonderful are the ways 
of Providence! Here is a Christian brother writing to me, with a 
sympathy quite cheering to my heart, from New-Zealand—that island 
which, but a few years ago, was the very home of a wild and despe- 
rate heathenism. How strange are the channels through which it 
pleases the Master of us all, to send comfort and encouragement to 
his servants !”’ 

The Foreign Committee ask for aid to erect a school house for fe- 
male children, to cost about $3000—teachers have been obtained. A 
superintendant and an assistant for the male school, are wanted. Fifty- 
three scholars names are given, and the parties by which they are sup- 
ported. A “circular” isaddressed to young men who are candidates 
for Orders, or desire to be, inviting their attention to the Chinese Mis- 
sion. 

The monthly amount, including legacies, reported for Domestic 
Missions, is $11,299; from South-Carolina $128; $10,000 more ought 
in part, to be credited to our Diocese, being the legacy of Mr. Kohne, 
who was aresident of two Dioceses. For Foreign $3,194; from So. 
Carolina $518. 


The four Provinces—The Resolution of the Bishop of Western N, 
York, in relation to arranging the Dioceses into Provinces, submitted 
to the House of Bishops, and to lie over for consideration until the next 
General Convention was, we understand, substantially as follows :— 

“ Resolved, The House of Clerical and Lay Deputies concurring, 
that a Joint Committee, to consist of two Bishops, five Clergymen, and 
four Laymen, be appointed to report to the next General Convention, 
on the expediency of arranging the Dioceses according to Geographi- 
cal position, in four Provinces, to be designated the Eastern, Southern, 
Northern and Western Provinces, to be under a General Convention 
or Council of the Provinces, having exclusive control over the Prayer 
Book, Articles, Offices, and Homilies, to be held once in 20 years.” | 
Under this arrangement, the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the, 
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United States, would be divided somewhat as follows. 


Estimatin 


the 


number of Clergy, according to the enumeration of the Church Alma- 


nac for 1851. 
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A Prayer for the Times.—“‘O Lord, be with our Rulers in the day 
of trouble; let Thy name, OGod of Jacob, defend them ; send them 


help from Thy Sanctuary, and stength out of Zion. 


Set their hearts 


firm on Thee, and upon other things only as they are in and from 
Thee ; that we may see with joy, that Thou helpest them and wilt hear 
them from Thy holy heaven, even with the saving strength of Thy 
right hand. Have mercy upon this country, and forgive the sins of 
this people: turn Thee unto us, bless us, and cause Thy face to shine 
on our desolations.”—Archbishop Laud. 








IME A TRIE EID) 
At St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, by the Bishop, the Rev. W. B. W. Howe, Rector 
of St. John’s Parish, (Berkley,) to Miss CarHarine Gapspen Epwarps, daughter of 


the late J. F. Edwards, Esq. 


* 





~~ 
OBUPCARY iIvOwzCis. 


Died, on Wednesday evening, November 27th, at her residence near Tallahassee, aged 
26 years and 10 months, Mrs. Henrietta ANN Browne, the wife of the Hon. James 
ik. Browne, and sister of the Rey. J. Scott, of Pensacola. 


The Bishop 


$33 trom St. Michael’s Church, Charleston. 
———=* : ——__ 


CALENDAR FOR JANUARY, 1851. 


1 The Circumcision of our Lord Je 
Christ. 

5. 2d Sunday after Christmas. 

6. The Epiphany. 


sus | 12. Ist Sunday after Epiphany. 
19. 2d Sunday after Epiphany. 
25. The Conversion of St. Paul. 
26. 3d Sunday after Epiphany. 


reports $8 10, from Georgetown, for Missions in South-Carolina, and 












Beautiful Books for Presents to Children. 





The Combatants, The Distant Hills, 
The Dark River, The Shadow of the Cross, 
The Revellers, The Old Man’s Home, 
The Midnight Sea, and Wanderer, The History of our Blessed Lord, 
Helan Morton’s Trial. Alegories, elegantly bound. 
: With a large supply of 


The above and other Books, in cheaper forms for Children. Published by the Gene 
ral Sunday School Union. 
ALSO, 
A further supply of A PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN LOOKING FOR THE 
CHURCH; by one of Three Hundred, and 
The Catholic saved from Popery, being an aecount of the Reclaimation of one to the 
American Church, who had gone to the Romish Communion; by Rey. J. A. Spooner. 


: For sale by A. E. MILLER. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 


The History, object and proper observance of the holy Season of Lent; by William 
Ingraham Kip, DD 





‘The Early Conflicts of Christianity; by the same Author. 
The History of the African Mission of the P. E Church; by Mrs. E. F. Hening. 

The History of the Reformation in England ; by the Rev. W. D. Wilson, DD. 

The Whole Duty of Man, laid down in a plain and familiar way, &c. 

The Devotions of Bishop Andrewes, translated from the Greek, and arranged anew. 
The Churchaian’s Heavenly Hours, or daily approaches to God, &c. ~- 

The Dew of Heaven, or Prayers and meditations for every day of the week, &c. 

The Sponsor’s Gift, or the candidate for Confirmation, &c. 
-The Christian Year. Thoughts in verse, &c.: by the Rev, John Keble 

With several others recently published, and for sale by 
A. E. MILLER, No.5, Broad-Street. 





Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina, 
John Hanckel, Treasurer, at the Bank of the State of South-Carolina. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12-to2 o’clock. Annu- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. | 


2. Society forthe Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas, 
R. Pringle, Esq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subsa@iption $10: 
subscription to the fund. for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 


3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—T'reasurer, Mrs. Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M, Pinckney, 28 King- 
street, near Whim’s Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled 
to one Bible or Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 


4, Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasn- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 





Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 
Tue BisHor or THE Diocese for Missions, within the State, commonly called Dio- 
cesan Missions. 
JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions ‘within the United States, 
under the direction of the ‘‘ Domestic and Foreign issionary Sdciety of the Pro, Episcopal 


Church,” commonly called Domestic Missions. Also for the Nashotah Mission House, 
and Rev. J. L. Breck’s Mission, Minesota Ter. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esgq., Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States, under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called Fo- 
reign Missions. | 

EDWARD BLAKE, Esg. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina, is Agent for re- 
ceiving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee College. 

Dr. I. M. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and.endowing one 
or more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive suck 
sums as may be offered for that purpose: | 








Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 








1849. 1850. 
Amount brought forward for Amount brought forward for 
Vol. XXVI. $594 15 Vol. XXVII. $398 25 
Mr. J. N. Frierson, Stateburg, 3 00|Rev. W. R. Gries, as Agent for Wilkes- 
bet@iNiC. - - = \« 1200 
Mr. J.N.Frierson, - -*- = 300 
$597 15 $403 25 








[= The Subscribers are respectfully requested to send their dues, 
asthe expense of collecting is so much less received by the Publisher. 


OF A A ET I aE TE SET NS PC a 


St. Philip’s Parish School. 


Visitors—Rt. Rev. C. E. Gapspren, D.D., Rev’ds C. Wattace and J.B. Campse tt, 
Principal—R. H. MASON, A. M. 


The second. year of this Institution commences on the 2d of January next. Its’parti- 
cular object is the training of youths in Christian truth and duty. The,course of instruc- 
tion is designed to embrace the usual English, Latin, & Greek studies, in the prepara- 
tion of boys for College or business; and in addition, Music and Drawing, as important 
objects ofattention. ‘The number of Instructors, and hence the fulfilment of all the ob- 
jects contemplated, is contingent upon the number of pupils. 

Terms per quarter, full course,; .__. . ° . . $20 00 


Plain English, - - . - - - ° 15 00 
Application may be made for the present at the building in the rear of St. Stephen's 
Chapel, to the Principal, or to Bishop Gapspzn, at his residence. Early application 


desired. 7 a _ December 28. 


NEW LIBRARY BOOKS, 


From the General P. E. Sunday School Union. 


Thomas & Ann Thompson; The Christmas Secret ; Marion Martin; The Lark; The 
Noble Army of. Martyrs, by the Rey, Samuel Fox; The Two Mechanics, a narrative, 
with Engravings, by the Rey. Richard Cox. 

My Mother’s Jewel; Agnes & Eliza; Sequel to Harry & Archie; William Morton; 
Little Annie and her Nurse; the Charch Catechism, and the Order of Confirmation, 
Illustrated. These are in various bindings, suitable for Christmas Presents, for chil- 
dren. For sale by . A, E. MILLER. 








as 





NEW BOOKS. 


THE LAST ENEMY; Conquering and Conquered. By George Burges, D. D. 

Practical Religion Exemplified, by Letters and passages from the life of the late Rev, 
Robert Anderson; Perpetual Curate, &c. By the Hon. Mrs. Anderson. 

Uses of Adversity, and the Provisions of Consolation. By Rev. H. Hooker. 


The Star of the Wise Men, being a Commentary on the 2d Chapter of St. Matthew. 
By Rev. R. C. Trench, B. D. 


Come, for all things are ready, (an invitation to the Communion.) 
Thought of Peace for the Chrislian Sufferer. 

Clark’s Scripture Promises, | : 

The Sponsor's Gift, or the Candidate for Confirmation, 

Illustrated Catechism, (a gift for children.) 

With a variety of RELIGIOUS BOOKS and STORIES, suitable for Christmas Pre- 


sents For sale by A. E. MILLER. 
December 28, 1850. 


ALMANACS FOR 1851. 
MILLER’S Planters’ and Merchants’ Almanacs for 1851, bound 





and interleaved, ; 
SWORD’S POCKET ALMANAC, do. 
The CHURCH ALMANAC, do. 


Packages of Children’s BOOKS, for presents. 
A. E. MILLER, No. 5 Broad-street, 


December 28. 





